2to5s Bead Prayers
(script by Kirsten Malcolm, Cityside Baptist Church)
What you need:

the basket of beads and the black thread

Give each child a bead to hold.

Choose an idea to help them think of a prayer, and give them a moment to think of something, or to talk with a nearby adult about what they could say, for example:
· Think of something that you’d like to say thank you to God for

· Think of someone you love very much that you’d like to say thank you to God for

· Think of your favourite food and say thank you to God for it

· Think of your favourite animal/place/colour/thing to do etc

· Think of someone you’d like to ask God to look after

Go around the circle.  Each child brings up their bead, and you help them to thread it onto the prayer bead necklace while they say their prayer.  
Choose kids to go first who will say their prayer with confidence, as this gives the others a good role model.  

If they don’t want to say their prayer out loud, just help them to thread their bead.  

Try to keep it moving along so the group doesn’t lose interest…
Finish the prayer time by knotting the bead string together and saying:
‘Thank you God that you hear our prayers.

Both those we say aloud and those we say inside our heads.

Amen.’
You could choose someone to wear the beads for the rest of the session, or hang them up.

Put the spare beads away to prevent them being eaten.
