Group Prayers - 2to5s

We’re going to have a time when we talk to God now, and you can say a prayer, if you want to.
When you say your prayer, you can come up and get a sheep from me (or a duplo block or piece of train track - see term overview) and put around the shepherd (put it on the tower/add it onto the end of the train track).
You can say your prayer out loud or inside your head.  

It might be a ‘thank you God…’ prayer or a ‘please look after someone…’ prayer or another kind of prayer.  

Who would like to have a turn to pray now?  Remember to sit quietly so we can hear …’s prayer.
If the group is getting restless, only ask a few children to come up now, and tell the rest they can do it during activity time.
Thank you God that you listen to all our prayers, 
both the ones we say aloud, 
and the ones we think inside our heads.

Amen.

I’m going to leave the sheep (or duplo blocks or train tracks) on this table.  
You could talk to God during activity time, and add another sheep (or …) to our prayer.  

Group prayers 

These are prayers when each person contributes an object and a prayer to create something together

Ideas for objects:

· flowers (fresh in a vase of water, or fake ones in a sand tray)

· fancy garden stones around a candle

· small candles in a sand tray

· duplo blocks to build a tower

· magnetic carriages to add to a train

· laminated pictures of sheep stuck on velcro dots around a shepherd

· butterflies or flowers on a branch or cross
· large beads to thread onto a communal string
· stars on a Christmas tree

Tips:  

· Give people the option to say their prayer aloud or in their heads when they bring up their object, or to stay seated.

· If you’ve got a large group, break up into several small groups so that everyone can get a turn without it taking too long, or you could have people come up in pairs or threes, or else ask just some people to come up in front of everyone, and give the others an opportunity to add theirs later.

· Finish by saying a group prayer together from a chart you hold up.  We often use “Thank you God that you hear our prayers, both those we say aloud, and those that we say in our heads.  Amen.”

